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Offices were oblig'd to make good 


thoſe Offices. And however: that 
be in Fact, it is notorious, that 
there there are great Deficieneies 
in one or other, if not in both 
theſe Kinds 3 which will appear to 
be undeniably certain and evident, 
if an impartial Enquiry be made 
into the following Farticulare, Viz, 


By one Act of Parliament in the 
õth, and another in the 4th Year 
of her late Majeſty, it 38; enacted; 
That the Church-wardens of every 
Pariſh within the Libertics of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter,, and Bills of 
Mortality, ſhall place and fix upon 
the Mains and Pipes of any Wa- 
ter- works ſuch and ſo many Stop- 
Blocks af Wood, with a Two-Inch 
Flug, ar ſuch and ſo many Fire- 
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re, at ſuch Diſtances in each 
 Kreet as the ſaid Church-wardens 
ſhall. direct: They are likewiſe re- 
dito affix a; Mark, or written 
x — a Fire · Plug, u or in 
the Front of the Houſe or Houſes, 
overagainft the Places where the 
Stop- Blocks or Fire- Cocks lye, and 

keep an Inſtrument in ſuch 
| opening the Plug, and 
a Key for the Stop-Cocks, as alſo 
a Pipe for the Water to come there- 
2 — the ſame Size with the 

or Fire-Cock, whereby the 

Water may be convey'd clean into 
the Pogine, without Pn Let 
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Make of theſe. Plugs, Cocks, and! 
Pipes, in al more exaitt Manner, ane 
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place thera; form partitular ſervleqþ 
Diſtance: from eich uther- ſo that 
they might cally! ba found, and; 
ently ſet a working, upon the 
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| idiicretotiary. Beſides, tho the 
Plugs may be of a Two-Inch Size 
in ſome one Part of them, yet they 
Are not large enough to receive a 
Fire- Cock that all have two Inches 
clear Water - Way; ſo that they 
will not deliver the Water faſt e- 
moughito ſupply a large double-bar- 
rel d Engine, that plays with a con- 

— Stream, (ſuch as may he ſeen 
at the! Makers at Mill Bart, 


¶Meſtminſter.) And the Inſtruments 


zproper for the opening of the 
Block and drawing out the; Plug 
are frequently. out of Order, or 
not to be found, upon any ſudden 
Emergence, at the Breaking: out 
a Fire: And in either of theſe 
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Cocks, and to the Care of thoſe 
Perſons at whoſe Houſe the Inſtru- 
| ning the Block, 
* and drawirig the Plug, are, "mn this 
Act, order d to be d epolited. - 
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Culars; every ſuch Default being 
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By e two 3 it is © the 
wala farther enacted, | That | every 
Pariſh, ſhall haue and keep in good 
Repair one large Engine, and one 4 
Hand-Engine, to throw. out Water 


for the extinguſting. f Fires. . 


And by an Onder of the Veſtry. 
every. Pariſh, . in, Proportion. to, its 1 
Largeneſs, is empower'd to provide 
more than one Engine of each 4 
Sort; and alſo to keep, and main- 
tain one leathern Pipe 400 Socket, 1 
in every Pariſh, of the ſame Size 
with the Plug, or Fire- Cock, to 
the Intent they may be always 
ready to fit on, in order to work 
in en g the Water into the 
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appear to be ſo far unfit for the Ser- 


vice they are employ d in, that they 
nity be more properly calfd Sg 
than Engines; becauſe they do'1 — 
play with a continudl Stream, hei - 
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fix'd T6 thank e to throw 
the Water on the Fire when it firſt 
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within the Meaning of the Act, 
till it be try'd and” apprord by 
fuch e rhe a8 ſhall) be thought 
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by And it 8 3 to 100 willrd 
that every Pagiſh were: oblig d to 
provide and keep a certain Length 
of Pipe, or Hole of Leather, with 
Screws” divided into equal Parts, 
all being fitted to each other; and 
the Fire- Cock, 2 the Sockets, or 
Hook, and their Screws, to be 
ras Ye; and of the ſame Di- 
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rhenſions;:! in all Pariſhes. | And 
farther, That every Pariſh, ſhould 
be oblig d to have a certain Num- 


ber of Lengths of leathern Pipe, to 
ſcrew on to the upright Pipe of 


each Engine, with: Screws for the 
Branch and for each Length of 
ſo contriv d, as to fit each o- 
ther upoti the firſt Tryal; where · 


by the Engines may — 


begin to play, without Loſs of 
or Trouble in putting the 


7 We Parts of it together: For as 
the Caſe is at preſent, the ſeveral 
Pariſh-Engines, and the Inſtru- 
ments belonging to them, are ſo 
diſferent from each other, and 10 
Unlike in their Make 
ſions, ene a Fire happens 
hot above three 
enn be put into a Condition of 
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dent, or any one Part wanting or 
out of Ordex, there is no ſupplying 
of, the the Defeth; | at leaſt not without 
great Trouble and Joſs: of. Time; 
but ſuch Engine is preſently; diſ- 
miſs d and nt AWAY, aß, uttexly | | 
. uſeleſs and unſerviceable, and: per- 1 
haps continues and is laid up in | 
that State for A, long. Time after, | | 
without any Care had for repair- 4 
ing it. ö 
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the Statutes: abovemention'd, That 1 
aon the Breaking-out of any Fixe, 1 
. the Conſtables and Beadles ſball, upon 1 
Notice, 1 to it, with. their 
Staves and Badges of Authority; 
aud ſoall zbere aſſiſt in extinguiſhing 
ſuch Fire, caufing People: to wor at 
the Engines, helping to remove, Goods, 
and appre hend ſuch, 2 10 fe! 
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Hof; for upon the Breaking: out 
ef any Fire, here is always ſueh'a 
£2 red Wo Ppreſs in the Street 
Where ſuch Fire happens, that. the 
e cannot be brought to it with- 
8 great Difficulty, neither is there 
oom to pl them im; and -the 
8-4 Poor Sfferefs are very much ob- 
Alructed um temoving heit Goods; 
| he proper Perſons" th direct 26d 
_— Ode citindr\ be heärd er 
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uſeleſs and unneceſſary By-ſtand- 
ets. Nowy to prevent theſe Evils 
75 Incorweniencies, it would be 
of t Service to the Publick, 
that the Conſtables and Beadles 
might be aſſiſted by a Party of the 
| Militia, to be rais d upon this Oc- 
cafion, and were authoriz d and em- 
— rd to guard the Avenues or 

esto the Street where the Fire 
75, eſpecially if it ſhould: happen in 
ſome cloſe or narrow: Dlace; and 

to keep off all Women, Children, 
id other Nate 0 We are unfit 
for Work or Service upon theſe 
9 27 which Method is ſtrict- 
y obſervd in other Countries: 


For ſuch Throngs of Women and 

ildren- are à conſiderable Ob- 
flruction to the ſpeedy Extinguiſh- 
ing of Fires; they occaſion great 
Tumults and Diſorders, incom- 


mode the free Playing of the 
C En- 
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5 ebe erz much 
to the amtnding-andocafotcing of 
che Laus nowan Being, for pre- 
venting Mitehick that that may hap- 
pen by Hire, and tothe gucken- 
ing thoſe Perſons in der Dur, 
Who are oblig d to put them in 
tion; whereby the two great 
and populous Cities of eee, 
Weſtminſter might be; much better 
ecurd- than at preſent; they are 
from Calamities of this Kind, 
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and deplorable: It being found 
to be true by Experience and com- 
mon Obſervation, that, generally 
ſpeaking, more than one half of 
the Damage done by Fire, is juſt- 
ly to be imputed to the Neglell of 
Pariſh- Officers, in not providing 
proper Engines and other Inſtru- 
ments to be employ'd in this Ser- 
vice, and to the great Diſorders 
and tumultuous Crowds of Mul- 
titudes of all Sorts of People, who 
never fail to get together upon theſe 
Occaſions. 3 
What farther Reg! 
ceſſary, beſides theſe already menti- 
on'd, or in what Manner, and un- 
der what Penalties and Reſtriction 
the Grievance here complain'd of 1s 
moft proper to be redreſs'd, muſt 
with all due Humility be ſubmitted 
to the Honour, Wiſdom, and Juſtice 
of the Parliament of Great Britain. 
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